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SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE CONCURRENT RESCOLUTI ON 4403

State of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2003 Regul ar Sessi on

By House Conmmttee on Appropriations (originally sponsored by
Representatives Schual - Ber ke, Ski nner , Cody, Hanki ns, d i bborn,
Moel ler, Pflug, Morrell, Canpbell, Sinpson, Conway, Santos and
Upt hegr ove)

READ FI RST TI ME 03/ 10/ 03.

WHEREAS, Access to health care services is an unavoi dabl e need of
all human bei ngs; and

WHEREAS, The primary nethod used to pay for care is health
i nsurance whet her financed by private or public funds; and

VWHEREAS, The cost of health care insurance is rising at three tines
the rate of inflation; and

VWHEREAS, Health insurance costs have a significant inpact on the
sol vency of state and | ocal governnents; and

WHEREAS, Fourteen percent of citizens nationally and about five
hundred thousand citizens in the state are wthout health -care
i nsurance; and

VWHEREAS, Enpl oyers, whether large or small, public or private, are
finding it increasingly difficult to find and provide health care
benefits to enpl oyees; and

WHEREAS, Enployees and their famlies are being forced to bear an
i ncreasing portion of this rising health care insurance burden; and

WHEREAS, Health care providers are being forced to abandon the
healing professions due to deficient conpensation and the grow ng
conplexity of health care regulation; and
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VWHEREAS, Health insurance carriers struggle to remain conpetitive
in an increasingly conplex market;

NOW THEREFORE, BE |IT RESCLVED, By the House of Representatives,
the Senate concurring, That a Health Care Access Options Wrking G oup
be created to be conposed of nineteen nenbers appointed as follows:

The foll ow ng nenbers are to be appointed jointly by the speaker of
t he House of Representatives and the president of the Senate:

A representative of a mmjor state corporation, selected in
consultation wth the Association of Washi ngt on Busi ness;

A representative of small businesses, to be selected froma |ist of
nom nees submtted by the national federation of independent business
and t he i ndependent busi ness associ ati on;

Two representatives of health care consuners, one who shal
represent people with individual health insurance, and one who shal
represent the interests of people w thout health insurance;

Two representatives of organized |abor, one representing a trust
t hat purchases insurance through a Taft-Hartley plan, to be selected in
consultation wth the Washi ngton State Labor Council;

Three nenbers selected to represent health care providers,
including a hospital representative, a licensed physician, and a rural
health care provider, selected in consultation with appropriate health
care provi der organizations;

Two representatives of health insurance carriers; and

The | nsurance Comm ssioner, who shall serve as the cochair of the
wor king group and shall, in addition, be responsible for coordinating
its adm nistrative and mnisterial duties.

Four nmenbers shall be selected to represent the Legislature, to be
chosen by each of the four caucuses.

One of the consuner representatives shall serve as the cochair of
the working group, to be elected by the nenbers of the working group.

The Secretary of the Departnment of Social and Health Services, the
Secretary of the Departnment of Health, and the Adm nistrator of the
Washington State Health Care Authority shall serve as ex officio
menbers of the working group; and

BE I T FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Health Care Access Options WrKki ng
G oup hereby created be responsible for examning the privately and
publicly funded health care i nsurance systemin the State of Washi ngton
and for the devel opnent of recommendations for its inprovenent. The
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wor ki ng group shall determ ne what shoul d be the appropriate | evels and
delivery of services in Wshington. The wunderserved areas of
Washi ngton and the total aspect of the delivery of health care in
Washi ngton, including tel enmedi cine shall al so be reviewed. The worki ng
group shall prepare a report of its findings regarding health insurance
laws in other states that are providing greater choice, nore
participating insurance carriers offering health i nsurance, and greater
price flexibility as conpared to Washington state. The working group
shall seek testinony and information froma broad range of health care
st akehol ders, and actively solicit public inprovenment in a community
meeting process to build a consensus on the values to be used as a
guide to inproving the privately and publicly funded health care
system The working group shall reviewthe recomendati ons of previous
health care system anal yses. The working group is authorized to
establish subcomm ttees and technical advisory comnmttees as needed to
carry out its responsibilities. The working group shall seek grant
funds for the comunity neeting process, and is encouraged to
coordinate its efforts with ongoing efforts such as those of the
Washi ngton heal th foundation. The working group shall prepare a report
including its findings and recommendati ons and transmt this report to
the Legislature and the Governor no |l ater than January 1, 2005.

If specific funding, referencing this concurrent resolution by
nunber, is not provided in the biennial appropriations act by June 30,
2003, this concurrent resolution is null and void.

--- END ---
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